Lectins are useful tools in the detection of specific carbohydrates (9) . Moreover, it has been proposed that some lectins show altered agglutinability between normal and transformed cells (3) , and that this difference is dependent on the distribution or the mobility of the leactin-binding sites on the plasma membranes (10) . In addition, some of these lectins are known to have mitogenic activity for lymphocytes, and a few of them, such as the lectin from Ricinus communis seeds, are toxic to various animal cells (11).
These effects were induced primarily by the binding of the lectins with the sugar residues of complex carbohydrates of cell membranes. However, little is known about the relationship between the membranous or cytoplasmic processes and the specificities of lectins. Herein, evidence on the distribution, movement and final processes of three lectins, concanavalin A, Ricinus communis toxin and Bauhinia purpurea hemagglutinin, which are bound to the surface membrane of cultured-fibroblast L cells, is presented. 
MATERIALS AND METHODS
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DISCUSSION
In previous papers, i.e. (2), (4), (7), we classified several plant lectins into three groups based on their sugar binding specificities, as shown by the hemagglutination inhibition assays using glycoproteins (2) and glycopeptides (4) as hapten inhibitors, and by competitive binding of the 131I-labeled lectins to human erythrocytes (7) . The lectins of the first group, which include Bauhinia purpurea hemagglutinin, bind 
